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abstract
On two cases of presenile depression with the Cotard’s syndrome
transfered to hysterical symptom

Toru Komahashi, Makoto Nakaya, Kenichi Ohmori
Department of Psychiatry, Dokkyo University School of Medicine
and
Junichi Kuroda
Okamotodai Hospital

Both patients presented Cotard’s syndrome and hysterical symptom during a state
of depression. They developed anxiety, delution of negation and delusion of immor-
tality of Cotard’s syndrome during severely depressed state. And when their depressed
mood decreased, they presented hysterical symptom. These courses of disease were the
most outstanding features on our two cases.

There are many opinions about a mechanism of hysterical symptoms during a state
of depression. We take into consideration the Klages’ idea that hysterical symptoms
are an impulsive attack of wants of presentation, against the helplessnesé of life. And
we thought about a mechanism of Cotard’s syndrom being presented like below. When
patients fall into a state of severe depression, they feel helplessness of life. The
hysterical symptoms arise in order to defend the helplessness of life, but if this defense
fails, the helplessness of life directly leads to Cotard’s syndrome.

Jon. J. Psychopathol., 13 : 299-307, 1992
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